Charter of Rights and Freedoms

The Charter of Rights and Freedoms gives citizens the RIGHT to:

· vote in federal and provincial or territorial elections
· be candidates in federal, provincial, and territorial elections
· be educated in either official language
· apply for a Canadian passport
· enter, remain in, and leave Canada freely
· work and reside in any Canadian province or territory
· life, liberty (to be free), and security, unless deprived of that right in accordance with the principles of fundamental justice

· be secure against unreasonable search or seizure (to search or seize
     someone’s possessions, police must have a warrant)

· on arrest or detention, to be promptly informed of the reasons why, to
     retain legal counsel, to have the detention validated or be released if it’s not
     valid

· when charged with an offence, to be informed of the specifics of the
charge; to be tried within a reasonable period of time; to be presumed innocent until proven guilty; not to be denied bail without just cause; if acquitted of an offence, not to be retried for it; if found guilty of an offence and if punishment has varied between the time the offence was committed and the time of sentencing, to receive the lesser punishment; not to be subjected to any cruel or unusual punishment; a witness who testifies in any court proceedings has the right not to have any incriminating evidence used against them

· have the assistance of an interpreter for any person or witness in court proceedings who is deaf or who does not understand or speak the language in which the proceedings are being conducted

· be considered equal under the law, without discrimination based on race, ethnic origin, colour, religion, gender, age, or mental or physical disability

· use either official language (English or French) in all parliamentary and
Government of Canada institutions, and any parliamentary debates and proceedings

· communicate with, and receive available government services from any head or central parliamentary or government of Canada institution in English or French

The Charter also gives Canadian citizens the FREEDOM of:
· conscience (sensitive regard for fairness or justice, and to do what’s morally right)

· religion
· thoughts, beliefs, and opinions and to express them in the press or other media

· peaceful assembly (peacefully gathering in large groups)
· association (to meet or associate with other people who have similar interests to yourself)








Individual Rights 

	Rights/Freedoms 
	How the right is protected


	Religion
	-able to practice/believe in what we wish

	Move/work within Canada
	-able to move/work anywhere in Canada that we wish

	Right to vote/run in election
	-able to choose our leader, able to be a leader

	Freedom of the press
	-able to publish information, print opinions freely

	Peaceful Assembly/Association
	-able to meet in groups, with who we wish, as long as we remain peaceful

	Security
	-we are protected by police/court system

	Freedom of thought/opinion
	-able to speak freely about what we believe

	Arrest – informed, trial, innocent until proven guilty
	-be treated fairly under the law

	Equality
	-be treated fairly = everyone is equal in Canada



Collective Rights 

	Rights/Freedoms 
	How the right is protected


	Language Rights
	-able to speak, communicate, deal with gov’t matters in either Official Language, English or French

	Aboriginal Rights
	-recognize that the Aboriginal Peoples were here and owned the land before French/English came
-Aboriginal Peoples have certain rights based on treaties and agreements from years ago
(ex. Hunting rights, land rights)










Rights and Responsibilities

	Rights 
	Responsibilities 


	Freedom of thought, conscience, expression, religion
	-be truthful
-be respectful/tolerant of others

	Freedom of association
(choose who to be around)
	-be peaceful
-be respectful of others

	Democratic rights
(right to vote, run in elections)
	-to go and vote on election day
-to get involved in gov’t in some way

	Equality rights
(people treated equally)
	-treat others around us equally

	Legal rights 
(innocent until proven guilty)
	-follow/obey the law
-be truthful

	Language rights 
(speak French or English)
	-respect others who are speaking a different language

	Freedom of movement
(move/work anywhere in Canada)
	-welcome newcomers
-be respectful in a new community

	Aboriginal rights
(agreements – treaties)
	-don’t abuse the rights
-be respectful of other people’s rights
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